
 
Sumpter Community, thank you so much for the questions you have 

submitted via the Q & A regarding Comprehensive Distance Learning 

(CDL). The Sumpter Staff appreciates all the comments and 

encouragement as we partner to make this academic year a successful 

one for you and your children. 

 

Below you will find answers to the questions you posted. We will 

continue to update this as more questions arise. 

 
We would love to know more about what a day looks like for 
students so we can plan how to best support our child. 
We aren’t likely to have master schedules completed and available for 
viewing until the first week in September.  There will be predictable times 
Tuesday - Thursday that your child will participate in different subjects. 
 
Will the sections not taught at the end of the 19/20 school year be 
incorporated into this school year?  
Good question! SKPS Curriculum Team have created Curriculum Maps for 
our teachers that include the missed standards from the Spring and 
specified time to address these. Teachers will be collaborating with their 
grade-level teams to plan and prepare lessons that address the missing 



content from the Spring, as well as introducing new grade level standards. 
We will be communicating all of this more clearly to families as we launch 
the new school year and throughout the Fall as we work together in CDL. 
 
How will state testing be administered?  
State Testing expectations have not been discussed or shared with 
schools in Oregon yet. We will update our families about State testing as 
soon as we get information. 
 
My child is behind where he should be with basic math and reading 
skills because of the Spring distance learning experience. How will 
this year’s CDL be different? 
Comprehensive distance learning will not be the same as the distance 
learning you experienced last spring, it will include significantly more 
teacher-facilitated instruction, more independent and family-supported 
applied learning, attendance expectations, and regular feedback on 
student progress. 
 
When should I buy school supplies? 
Hold off on purchasing school supplies until you get our Sumpter CDL K-5 
FALL School Supply Lists . We should be posting these by Monday, August 
24th. Sumpter staff have decided to create a Fall, Winter & Spring Supply 
list for the 2020-2021 school year. Please know that Sumpter will keep these 
lists minimal, including only essentially needed items.   
 
Sumpter is also creating grade level specific bags of learning resources 
that students will need in the fall to be successful and engaged with their 
teachers and peers during CDL. These bags will be distributed along with 
personal belongings left behind from last year during the week of 
September 8th. More specific information about this opportunity will be 
provided to our families soon.  
 
Are kids going to be assigned a specific teacher, or will it be a joint 
grade level, where all of the teachers present material together? 
Sumpter students will be assigned a specific teacher. Teachers will 
collaborate and plan together to ensure that all of our Sumpter Stingrays 
receive the same level and opportunities to access high quality 



instruction. How each grade level presents the lessons may vary from 
grade to grade, but each teacher will be responsible for providing daily 
LIVE classroom sessions (lessons) with their own students  
 
Any information available about childcare would be helpful once it 
has been confirmed. 
Sumpter will continue to have the Child Development Center childcare in 
our gym. They must follow OHA guidelines, so this is restricting the 
number of students they are able to register.  You can contact them 
directly for more information at 503-363-9821. 
 
Like most children, my child does not like to take directions from me 
and getting her to complete school tasks or even attend the live class 
sessions is problematic. 
During CDL, Sumpter will maintain our PBIS initiatives! We will be 
partnering with families to provide PBIS incentives during CDL. It is 
possible for students to be rewarded even when they are not in our 
physical classrooms. The goals will be to help our families keep their 
children engaged and make the most of their time during their virtual 
lessons. For example, “Monday virtual lunch with the teacher/principal, 
teacher/principal dance parties, or class virtual game day.” As we adjust 
to CDL and adapt to new methods of learning, CDL PBIS incentives can 
help maintain a sense of togetherness within the school and classroom 
community. Information for all of our Sumpter families about PBIS within 
CDL will be shared in a handbook at the beginning of the school year, as 
well as by classroom teachers and behavior support staff.  Sumpter staff 
want families to know that motivating our Sumpter Stingrays is a 
partnership! Families do not need to do this alone! 
 
Will EDGE students be able to join sports and other activities at their 
home school like Sumpter? 
Students will have access to before & after-school activities and sports 
through their own home schools. SKPS staff know the importance of 
programs such as band and orchestra for all students. The district 
continues to work on determining how to make opportunities such as 
these available to EDGE students and will update you as solutions are 
available. Currently, the district is working on plans to provide at least 



orchestra for 5 th grade SKPS students in the early morning prior to their 
CDL or EDGE classes beginning. More information about these 
opportunities to be provided soon. 
 
I'm hopeful this distance learning will be a bit more consistent than 
last spring. 
Teachers will be providing a more rigorous and consistent weekly and 
daily schedule. We will be posting and sharing these schedules beginning 
the week of September 1st.  
 
Will there be Orchestra?  
Currently, the district is working on plans to provide at least orchestra for 
5 th grade SKPS students in the early morning prior to their CDL or EDGE 
classes beginning. More information about these opportunities to be 
provided soon. 
 
Will there be a yearbook?  
The 2019-2020 yearbooks will b e distributed during the week of September 
8th along with reunification of belongings. More information will be 
provided to our families soon. 
 
Will school pictures be taking place this year? 
Currently all school photo plans have been cancelled for fall.  
 
When will parents be notified of their child’s new teacher? 
Sumpter staff plan to post class lists for 1st- 5th grades on our school’s front 
entry windows at 4:30 pm on August 28! 
 
So many unknowns and I want to make sure this isn’t a “lost” school 
year and that CDL is challenging enough without all day computer 
use. I appreciate all your hard work navigating this bizarre time.  
Sumpter staff share these concerns. At Sumpter, we plan to provide 
materials and resources tied to the instruction like workbooks, 
manipulatives, packets, etc., when the school year begins, as well as weekly 
to minimize screen time learning and support important academic 
connections with peers and teachers, as well as encourage engagement.. 
 



Are any supplies needed for our Sumpter teachers? 
Sumpter Thank you for thinking about ways that you can support our 
Sumpter staff. We are ever so grateful for the community that we serve.  
 
Please connect to and watch our Sumpter Facebook, our PTC Facebook 
and our teacher classroom platforms for any needs that will arise 
throughout the school year.  There will be opportunities/needs for 
preparing manipulatives and other resources like cutting out paper 
money or fraction bars to distribute to Sumpter Stingrays that connect 
with their learning. 
 
I’d like to have a reference manual for parents to use to navigate the 
computer programs.  
Sumpter staff are currently preparing this for our families and will 
distribute them along with reunification of belongings during the week of 
September 8th. 
 
Where will we go for communication?  
Sumpter has and will utilize the following modes of communication 
throughout the school year: 

● REMIND 
● Sumpter Facebook 
● Principal Prats Weebly blog 
● Teacher classroom websites 
● Emails 
● Principal Prats’ weekly Morning Parent Coffee Chats via ZOOM 

beginning Monday, August 31st at 8:00am 
● Principal Prats’ monthly  Facebook LIVE Family Communication 

events beginning Monday, August 24th at 5:00pm 
● newsletters 

 
How do we turn in assignments?  
Sumpter staff are still working on how assignments will be turned in but 
will have a plan communicated to families prior to September 14th. 
 
How will the teacher communicate with parents so we can help our 
children be successful? 



Sumpter staff will call, email, text, send messages through student 
classroom accounts, and send out Remind messages to parents. 
 
Sumpter staff are currently reviewing the Sumpter Family Survey 
responses to prioritize best forms of communicating with our families. 
 
Is it possible to assign more homework for my child? 
Homework will be distributed to Sumpter Stingrays as extensions of the 
instructed content. 
 
When are we able to come get stuff left in the classroom last year? 
Sumpter staff are currently making plans for families to do this! More 
detailed information will be provided soon about how and when this will 
transpire during the week of September 8th.   
 
I am very concerned about balancing the boy’s schooling. I want them 
to receive the best education possible and have the time to do their 
schoolwork, receive class instruction, and connect with their teacher 
and friends. However, I am balancing working from home, a husband 
working outside of the home, and managing all other life happenings, 
while trying to support their schooling. The distance learning last 
spring required a lot of my assistance and took away a lot of time 
from my work, and all of the information from the school district 
indicates that more parental time and assistance is going to be 
needed this school year. As much as I would love to do this, it is not a 
realistic expectation.  
Sumpter staff know that CDL is a heavy lift for so many of our families. We 
want to offer whatever support and modifications we can to help make 
this school year successful for your children.  
 
Parents will play a critical role for monitoring daily work, maintaining 
weekly progress, supporting access to lessons and activities that support 
content mastery, and helping with navigating assignments, tasks and 
other learning activities.  
 



Knowing that each family's circumstances are different, teachers and 
other Sumpter staff will work with parents and their children to set up, 
adjust and maintain learning that works for each Sumpter Stingray’s 
household whenever necessary. 
 
Some additional guidance and advice for how to balance supporting 
kids with CDL and working is needed. 
Here are some tips for helping our Sumpter families find the right balance 
between their own work and aiding their Stingray’s CDL. 

(1) Develop a daily schedule 

Sumpter Stingray’s will be provided a school schedule by their teacher. 
Please review this schedule and add to it any other non-school activities 
with your child. It’s recommended that children stick to the bedtimes they 
had when they were attending school in person. The key to all of this is 
creating the structure and schedule that they are familiar with. 

(2) Have dedicated workspaces 

Both parents and students should have dedicated places to do their work. 
Stingray’s should have a separate place if possible, and the same place 
every day. This space should be quiet without distractions like TV. If it’s 
tough to reduce noise or distractions, headphones can come in handy. 

(3) Set boundaries during the day with your child 

When you’ve got to make a work deadline or be on a conference call, it 
can get tricky when your child is asking for help. Families will need to lay 
down some ground rules. For example, If kids know that when the office 
door is open, they can come in and ask a question, but if the door is 
closed, they can’t interrupt your work, this pre-taught expectation will 
lessen tensions that might otherwise occur. Set expectations ahead of 
time and then your child can take a break or play until you’re able to help 
them. 

(4) Have rules for technology 

Most of CDL relies on technology but it can be a major distraction too. 
Consider creating agreements with your children prior to beginning the 
school year. For example, you might create a rule for if your child is using 



a device, it can’t be in their bedroom. It has to be used in the room near 
an adult or at their designated workstation. It’s important for children to 
connect with friends, but texting and catching up with them should 
happen during breaks or non-school hours. You might consider having 
your child leave their phone in another room during their school time and 
your work time. 

(5) Make time for breaks 

Whether you’re the parent or the child, breaks are important pieces in 
staying focused throughout the day (and sane). A break is best when it’s 
not screen time. Sumpter families could use breaks to spend time 
together. For example, families could take lunch together and then go for 
a family walk in the afternoon. Another example could be to let your 
children know that when they finish their work, your family can all watch a 
favorite TV show or movie. 

 
Additional information about how things are going to occur this year 
(class times , how attendance works, do they participate in live class 
times or are classes prerecorded, submit of homework, etc) would be 
helpful.  
CLASS TIME- 
Tuesday - Friday, first thing every morning, students will receive 15 
minutes of Social Emotional Learning.  Then students will participate in 
15- 25 minutes each of Literacy, English Language Development, Math, 
and PE or Music.  Along with this, they will receive 30 minutes of additional 
teacher facilitated learning via videos, small group instruction, 
experiential learning, and/or online or print text. To accompany this menu 
of learning each day, students will also have opportunities to apply their 
learning on their own or with peers with 45 minutes of practicing the 
learning.  
 
Teachers will also provide 30 minutes of family support each day which 
may look like office hours or personal phone calls to students or parents. 
 
ATTENDANCE- 
Attendance must be taken every day during CDL. Here are some examples 
of activities that count a student as present each day. If one of these 



activities does not happen, a student is considered absent and must be 
marked so. 
●  Participating in a live activity with the teacher. (can also watch video 

recording depending on own schedule) 
● Communication from student to the teacher via chat, text message or 

email. 
●  A phone call with the student, or, for younger students, with the parent. 
● Any activity on an assignment from that day or previous days or 

posting/turning in completed work. 
 
I would like to know how much face time a student gets with the 
EDGE program. I know the CDL is 2 hours and 30 min. My daughter 
struggled with distance learning last year with me. 
Edge and CDL teacher - student interaction will be similar. Parents will 
play a critical role for monitoring daily work, maintaining weekly progress, 
supporting access to lessons and activities that support content mastery, 
and helping with navigating assignments, tasks and other learning 
activities. In both programs, teachers will work with parents and their 
children to set up and maintain positive outcomes. 
 
How to have a child on the internet with parents working. Internet 
safety is a big thing for us. We won’t let our kids on without a parent 
at least near to monitor.  
Sumpter staff appreciate how conscientious you are being about 
monitoring your child’s internet use. For families to stay safe as they 
navigate this new environment, whether teaching children from home or 
just continuing to share and interact on the web, there are a few things 
parents can do to keep their kids safe online. 

● Separate work from play.  When using laptops, tablets, and phones, 
one of the first things to explain as a parent is this is your work 
system. This is not your play system and you need to use it for 
school only. 

● Talk to your children about cyber safety. It’s important to build trust 
so if your child is concerned about something they see on the 
internet, they can ask you without fear of reprisal. Help them to 
understand risks associated with the web. This can be a healthy 
family conversation. 



Parent/Guardian Advice: 

● Look for software support. If a parent is unable to fully supervise a 
child while they’re doing school work, there is “nanny software” that 
people can invest in helping monitor what their families are doing. 
This software can be used as a lesson to teach kids what websites 
are or are not appropriate as well as provide a regular report on a 
child’s online activity. Just Google search “nanny software” to find 
your favorite if interested. 

● Verify all hyperlinks.  If you have doubts, look at the domain in the 
URL and use online search engines to verify it independently. Before 
clicking links sent to you, hover over the link with your mouse arrow 
and ensure it is taking you to the intended website. 

● Secure your hardware.  Make sure you are protecting your Wi-Fi 
network and devices around the house by patching and updating to 
the latest firmware and checking the brand and model for security 
risks. It is also important to change default passwords and use 
passwords of significant strength (greater than eight characters 
with three of the following four (upper case, lower case, number, 
special character). Do not use words or deviations of words as 
passwords. 

How will social distancing work if returning to in-person instruction? 
If/when SKPS returns to in-person learning, we will be communicating our 
safety plans for social distancing with our community which will be based 
on current OHA and ODE Guidelines.  

All public school districts, private schools, and state sponsored charters 
are required to make Operational Blueprint(s) for all of their schools 
available on their own websites, as well as link them to the ODE School 
Blueprints webpage by August 17, 2020. Here is the link to review Sumpter’s 
Operational Blueprint. 

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Pages/202
0SYDistrictPlanningLinks.aspx 

Can my child be part of the Sumpter community even if they are 
signed up for the Edge program? 
Students enrolled with Edge will not be able to participate in Sumpter’s 
general education music and PE programs during the week. They can 

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Pages/2020SYDistrictPlanningLinks.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Pages/2020SYDistrictPlanningLinks.aspx


participate in Sumpter community events like our virtual Jog-A-Thon. 5th 
grade students in Edge will also be able to participate in Orchestra which 
is being planned as a before school activity. More information about this 
will be coming soon. Additionally, we have not heard if there will be a 4th 
grade orchestra, 5th grade band, or 4th/5th Choir. When we know more, 
we will share this information with our families.  
 
Thank you for all the work you are putting in to making this go as 
smoothly as possible. I’m slightly concerned about internet 
bandwidth with 2 kinders and 1 adult working from home, timing of 
online stuff might be a little tricky, but I’m sure we will figure it out 
somehow.  
Internet Bandwidth is a real issue for many families. Thank you for letting 
us know about this issue as we are sure many other families are facing 
this same struggle. 
 
SKPS has been offering families with connectivity issues for an array of 
reasons different forms of technological support to help students connect 
to CDL. They will continue to do so for the 2020-2021 school year.  
 
One option may be to request a hotspot from SKPS for your family to free 
up some of the bandwidth for other family member’s internet needs. If you 
are needing support with connectivity to the internet, please email our 
office manager, Cyndi Buss at buss_cynthia@salkeiz.k12.or.us 
 
Another solution some of the Sumpter Staff have found is to contact their 
internet service provider and ask about WiFi extenders, such as Comcast’s 
XFinity Pods, that help boost the signal and performance capabilities 
while multiple people and devices are simultaneously using the internet. 
This helps for locations where there are several walls and/or levels that 
the internet signal needs to travel through. 
 
You may find answers to other technology questions you have by clicking 
on the link below. 
Technology SKPS District Q & A LINK 
 

mailto:buss_cynthia@salkeiz.k12.or.us
https://salkeiz.k12.or.us/chromebook-faqs/


Is there a choice if we would rather have CDL for the whole school 
year? 
Thank you for asking this question as many families have wanted to better 
understand this option. 
 
CDL has not been set up as a year long learning option absent of the 
opportunity to return to in-person instruction when the county and state 
matrix’s indicate it is safe to do so. 
 
Families who are wanting an online, year-long learning option should 
consider enrolling their children in Edge. 
 
CDL is one of two parts of our district’s Blended Learning Model. 
In-person learning is the other part of this model. 
 
SKPS is following the health matrix’s from Oregon Health Authority(OHA) 
to see when we will be able to reopen for in-person instruction. 
 
One of the concerns of the district should be addressing the issue of 
who is going to facilitate the instruction to virtual learning for 
minority groups in Salem-Keizer.  
Sumpter staff appreciate this question and are aware that equity is at the 
heart of providing successful outcomes for all students within Sumpter 
and across the district during this pandemic. The SKPS Office of Student 
Equity, Access and Advancement are currently working with staff, 
students, parents, and community members to support underrepresented 
students as we launch CDL and EDGE. Sumpter staff are also reviewing 
what we know about our minority and underrepresented students to 
address what supports are needed as we begin the school year. 
 
We would like to see a really thorough refresher for learning missed 
last spring. 
Sumpter staff and SKPS district curriculum and technology teams are 
planning training materials and videos for families to support their 
knowledge and understanding of the resources being used with CDL and 
EDGE. More information about these training sessions coming soon! 
 



I hope classes don’t start in person until things are safe for kids and 
staff. 
We will follow the health matrix guidelines that Oregon Health Authority 
(OHA) has established before there is a decision to have students return 
to school. The only exception to this rule will be for small targeted groups 
of students who meet a very selective criteria, such as special education 
students who haven’t been able to have their goals met through 
comprehensive distance learning online services.  
 
How long will my 2nd grader be expected to sit in front of a computer 
screen?  
Sumpter’s master schedule will include two time periods, one AM and one 
PM, that students meet with their teacher each day. These sessions will be 
recorded when there is new learning being introduced for students to 
access when convenient. A grade level may have their literacy and centers 
in the AM from say (9:00-10:30 or 11:00), and then their Math and SEL in the 
PM from say (1:00- 2:00 or 2:30). Built into either of these two time periods 
will also be Music and PE alternating each day. Schedules will be posted 
on all of our social media by Wednesday, August 26.  
 
We’ve really tried to consider a child’s attention span and ability to stay 
focused online, the need for our families to have consistency with a 
schedule, our ability to have time to assist students and families one to 
one to learn our systems, and the flow or rhythm of the day to support 
students’ engagement and interest in participating in the learning. 
 
It’s a hard transition into kinder with everything going on. Please keep 
that in mind when planning things out. 
We are currently working on the plans for orientating our kinder students 
and their families. We do plan to have a separate supply bag pick up for 
Kinders facilitated by all of our Kinder staff and the principal so that 
students and families have at least one opportunity to see and meet 
teachers in-person before the school year begins. Hopefully, we will be 
able to have some other opportunities to meet family by family or in small 
groups in person before school starts. More information about this to 
come soon. 
 
How will health issues be handled? 



Sumpter’s Operational Blueprint is posted on ODE’s website, as well as 
our district’s website and is connected to our school website. Within this 
document are all Sumpter’s safety protocols for when in-person learning 
begins. There are a lot of them.  
 
Are home schooled students able to participate in extracurricular 
activities like choir and orchestra? 
The district is still discussing this as an option for homeschoolers. More 
information will be shared as we get it from the district. 
 


